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Abstract

The World's Oldest Metal-Type Printed Book,
The Song of Enlightenment(7 83 R F1 153855 E50)
- Identification of Printing Sequence, Printing Period, and Printing
Methods of Four Rare Books

Yoo, Woo-Sik(Kyungpook National University)

The purpose of this study is to specify the printing media and se-
quence of four versions of very similar rare books of “The Song of
Enlightenment (75 8A 52 FN i AH553E8X)”. The four types of ancient books
used for image comparison and analysis were; the Samseong version,
the Gongin version, the Daegu version, and the Banyasa version. It
was found that the Samseong, Gongin, Daegu, and Banyasa versions
were all printed using different printing media (woodblock printing).
Considering that the size of the border lines of the Gongin version
is up to 5% different in the horizontal, vertical, and diagonal directions
and the position shift of the printed characters from the other three
versions, it is very likely that the Gongin version was printed using
a different printing medium (perhaps, movable metal type) much earlier
than the other three versions. The Gongin version of “The Song of
Enlightenment (7987 2R F0 )AHz8 &) is very likely to be the world's
oldest movable metal-type-printed book, dating back to early
September 1239.

Re-examination and re-evaluation of the history of printing technol-

ogy in ancient Korea is strongly recommended. Active utilization of
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image comparison and analysis techniques on the bibliography and cul-
tural heritage evaluation and research is strongly suggested for future

research.

@ Key words: The Song of Enlightenment (73 BF 5% #0548 z% B ), Image
comparison /analysis, printing method, printing sequence, The world’s
oldest movable-metal-type-printed book
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