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ABSTRACT  This study assessed the accuracy of the reconstructed metal-type printing plate displayed
at the Cheongju Early Printing Museum, using the 2015 digital image of the original Jikji Volume
11 held by the Bibliotheque nationale de France. The contents of the obverse and reverse of the first
leaf, absent since the late nineteenth-century acquisition, were inferred by reference to the woodblock
edition. Both the metal-type and woodblock versions contain 11 lines per half-frame, but line length
differs and certain characters are used differently. We examined these features through close image
comparison. The typesetting and content of the reconstructed metal plate for the first leaf of Jikji
Volume II were largely verified as accurate, based on the woodblock text and diagnostic differences
between the metal-type and woodblock versions. However, a ditto mark used only in the woodblock
edition was mistakenly included in the reconstructed plate. By contrast, the character “F%” for “4,”
found only in the woodblock version, was correctly replaced with “4” in the reconstructed metal plate.
Thus, some parts were artificially modified while others faithfully reflected the original. We conclude
with practical points to consider when restoring metal-type printing plates.

Key Words Jikji volume II, Reconstruction of metal-type printing plates, Image comparison, Verification
of reconstructed metal-type printing plates, Recommendations for correct reconstruction
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Figure 1. Reconstruction of a printing plate for the missing leaf 1 of Jikji volume II by master craftsman Lim In-ho (BnF,

2025a).
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A virtual print image based on reconstructed printing plate by horizontal

image flipping and inversion
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Figure 2. A virtual print image based on reconstructed printing plate for the missing leaf 1 of Jikji volume II after horizontal

image flipping and inversion.
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(€) 1378 Woodblock Print | (D)

Figure 3. Images of the 2™ leaf of 1377 metal type print and 1378 woodblock print of Jikji. (A)
Backside and (B) Front side of metal type print. (C) Backside and (D) Front side of woodblock print.
Few characters were highlighted for easy comparison.
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| 1377 Metal Type Print ||| 1378 woodblock Print |
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Figure 4. Summary of major differences in printed characters in the 2™ leaf of Jikji between 1377 metal type print and
1378 woodblock print.
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(A) A virtual image of the first leaf of 1377 metal type printJikji volume I

based on reconstructed plate by Mr. Lim In-ho
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(B) Images of the first leaf of 1378 woodblock print Jikji volume Il

INd L¥'T G202 ‘T 42quwanoN ‘Aepuns e 6XX XXX 0% TT¢ dI Aq peojumoq [ajoines:iapiroid]

Figure 5. Images of (A) the reconstructed missing 1 leaf of 1377 metal type print and (B) 1378 woodblock

print of Jikji. Few characters were highlighted for easy comparison.
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Figure 6. Summary of major differences in printed characters in the 1% leaf of Jikji between 1377 metal type print and
1378 woodblock print. Corrections to the reconstructed metal printing plate are summarized.
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(A) A virtual image of the first leaf of 1377 metal type print reconstructed by Mr. Lim In-ho
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metal type print image after correction.
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